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Old Blush 
Annie Gartley’s Rose(*L G) 

A Scots rose from Nancy Steen’s private garden and ‘The Active’ in the background. (Liz Greenwood) 

 From our convenor 

 

 
‘Old Blush’ (*L G) 

Greeting to you all as we begin another year celebrating heritage roses. It is not the 
start your committee planned, having to postpone our gathering at the 
Widow’s Circle but we will make up for this. How are you coping with the 
temperatures being in the 30ies? Is this something we and the roses must 
adjust to? 

 
Your committee (Maureen Viggo, Ann Williams, Sara Blackwell, Helen Dawson, 
Colleen Fox, Jill Hulme, Linda Kent-Lindsay, Beryl Lee, Fran Rawling, Midge 
Ruka and Robyne Selbie) have met and planned a varied programme for the year. 
We look forward to catching up with you. 

 

 

 

‘Gracilis’ (*Maureen Viggo) 

Over the past six years, Christine Cooper has been keeping a record of the 
roses we all grow which is an important document that has been requested by the HRNZI 
National Executive. The purpose is to keep track of our heritage roses especially as 
rose nurseries are reducing their stock, closing or only selling wholesale. The 
result is that enthusiasts are not able to find their favourites. The HRO rose list that is 
forwarded to the NZ National Rose Register Team, is privacy protected as only 
the list of roses is shared, not members names. When a member of the 
public requests a rare rose, the Rose Register team can then obtain propagation material 
through the Convenor of HRO. 

 
I would like to thank Christine for preparing and updating this database. Christine is now 
handing over the task to Sara Blackwell. Thank you Sara for offering. 

 
In order to update our list, we would appreciate if every member would please forward the list 
of roses you grow to Sara at ribbonwood3@xtra.co.nz If you grow only one rose, we would still 
like to know. The best time to do this is now when the roses have either just 
finished or are blooming. Thanks for helping us out. 

 

mailto:ribbonwood3@xtra.co.nz


 

 
‘Mystery Rose 1’ (*M V) 

 

 

 
 

 
‘Trier’ (*M V) 

 

 

 
 

 

‘Anäis Ségales’ (*M V) 
 

 

 

 

‘Bon Silene ’ (*M V) 

 
We also have another request. Now that the Information Room at the Sexton’s Cottage at the 
Dunedin Northern Cemetery is ready for the public, we need volunteers. Would you be 
able to spare a couple of hours a month to operate this room to allow access 
to the public? An introductory meeting would be held prior to your first day. Please forward 
you name and any days you could assist to Maureen to maureenviggo@gmail.com 

 
Check out the year’s programme, add the dates to your diary. I look forward to catching up at 
each of the events. 

 
Fran 

 

 

Committee Contacts 
 

Convenor – Fran Rawling wylde.willow@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary – Maureen Viggo maureenviggo@gmail.com 

Treasurer - Ann Williams rayandannwill@xtra.co.nz 

 

 
For your 2022 Calendar 

February 

Sunday 19th – Palmerston Garden Tour 

 

March 

Monday 6th – Northern Cemetery working bee. 

Sunday 12th – Picnic at the Widows’ Circle, Northern Cemetery, 2pm, wet or fine. We have 

rescheduled the picnic we’d planned for January. Bring a rug, a cup and a small plate of 

afternoon tea to share. Tea and coffee will be provided. Although this may seem an unusual 

place for a picnic, the area was designed for this purpose. 

Sunday 26th - Plant sharing, 12 noon start, Hopes Dunedin Lawn Bowls Stadium, (formally 

Westpac Bowls Stadium), Tahuna Road. Liz Greenwood will speak on rose photos she has taken 

over her many years’ of involvement at the Northern Cemetery. We will also view the video 

Craig Birch-Morunga has filmed of the roses at the cemetery. This event is a time for sharing 

some of our favourite rose cuttings. Please bring a lunch plate to share, a gold coin donation 

and cash for the raffle. 

 
April 

Monday 3rd – Northern Cemetery working bee. 

Friday 7th – Monday 10th – Easter 

Sunday 23rd - Autumn Tour of members’ small gardens. 

 
May 

Monday 1st – Northern Cemetery working bee. 

Sunday 21st – Coronation High Tea at Helen Dawson’s home in Palmerston.  Time to give the 

hat that’s been sitting at the top of your wardrobe an airing. More details closer to the time. 

 
June 

Monday 5th - Northern Cemetery working bee (King’s Birthday weekend) 

5th to 9th - 15th International Heritage Rose Conference in Brussels 

mailto:maureenviggo@gmail.com
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Sunday 25th – Garden Book Sharing Afternoon at Penny & Brian Turner’s home in Fairfield. 

 
July 

Sunday 2nd – Full Northern Cemetery working bee. 

Sunday 23rd – Creative afternoon at East Taieri School. We’re still in the planning stages of a 

shortened version of the popular DIY day. 

 

 
‘Mary Queen of Scots’ (*M 

V) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘Mme Plantier’ (*L G) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘Lippiatt’s Manetti’ (*M V) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Blush Damask’ (*M V) 

August 

Sunday 6th – Full Northern Cemetery working bee. 

Sunday 20th – Annual Pot Luck lunch, 12pm – 4pm, at East Taieri School. Murray Radka will 

share the presentation he is to give at the Brussel’s Conference. Please bring a plate of food to 

share, plants to exchange, a gold coin donation and cash for our raffles. 

 
September 

Monday 4th - Northern Cemetery working bee. 

Sunday 24th - Glenfalloch Lunch – 2023 is HRO’s 35th birthday and it’s time to celebrate. We 

have a speaker in mind but waiting for confirmation. Details closer to the time. 

 
October 

Monday 2nd - Northern Cemetery working bee. 

Thursday 19th – AGM, St Johns Church Hall, Highgate. Fran Rawling & Maureen Viggo will 

speak about their experiences at the Brussels’ International Heritage Rose Conference. The 

committee provides the supper. 

 
November 

Sunday 5th – full Northern Cemetery working bee. 

Saturday 25th - Sunday 26th Bus trip to gardens in the Central Otago. This will be over two days 

and one night, with members able to invite friends. The bus is being booked now. 

 
December 

Monday 4th - Northern Cemetery working bee. 

Friday 8th – Christmas get together, 6pm at Fran’s Wylde Willow Garden. Supper provided. 

 

 
HRO’s Working Bees 

Over many years, Northern Cemetery working bees have been held on either the first Monday 

of the month or occasionally on a Sunday. They start at 9am and go on until 12 noon but any 

time you can give to the care of the HRO collection is most welcome – an hour or two, or 

whatever you can give, is most appreciated. 

 

Working bee schedule for 2023 

Mondays – March 6th, April 3rd, May 1st, June 5th, September 4th, October 2nd, December 4th 

Sundays – July 2nd, August 6th, November 4th 

 

 
 
 

‘St Nicholas’ (Beryl Lee) 

Heritage Roses New Zealand Membership 

Membership of Heritage Roses New Zealand Inc entitles members to the four journals that are 

published each year as well as attendance at any national or international conferences 



organised by heritage rose groups. A subscription is for the year starting September through 

August. A renewal reminder comes out with the relevant journal with payments paid directly to 

HRNZI. A single membership is $42. In these busy times, it is often easy to overlook renewing 

our annual subscriptions. 

 

 
 
 

 
‘Canary Bird’ (*L G) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘Indica Major’ (*L G) 

A reminder of the work of Heritage Roses Otago 

HRO have donated and planted at the following sites: 

• Dunedin Northern cemetery - approximately 1400 roses. 

• Waikouaiti public garden - rugosa roses 

• Otago Community Hospice – a hybrid musk collection 
• Dunedin Railway Station, these old roses were planted in 2000 but at the moment they 

are well hidden from view as renovations to the building continue. 

• University of Otago - 2005 planting at St David St in recognition of the 2005 Heritage 
Roses International Conference. 

• Columba College - 2012 in recognition of Nancy Steen’s attendance at the school. 

• Fletcher House - 2018. A garden of mostly tea roses in apricot and peachy shades. 
• The Miller’s Cottage - 2018, at Clarks Mill where Oamaru members have planted 

numerous hybrid musk roses. 

• The University of Otago, 2019 in recognition of their 150thAnniversary. 
Don’t forget to put these collections on your itinerary when hosting visitors from outside 
Otago. They usually delight in what they see. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maija from USA, helps picking roses for the 

opening of the Information Room. (*B L) 
Fran and Mayor Radich on opening day. (*L G) 

 

 

‘Maigold’ (*B L) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Maigold’ (*B L) 

Sexton’s Cottage Opening 

In late November 2022, members congregated at the Northern 

Cemetery as Mayor Jules Radich opened the new information 

room at the Sexton’s Cottage. The Southern Heritage Trust has the 

lease on the building and use one room for their office while the 

Otago Military History Group has their office in another. It was a 

HRO initiative to convert the third room into an information room 

where all groups, including one that looks after the Parihaka 

prisoners’ graves, could display information about their projects. 

Working on a category 1 listed heritage building is never easy and 

this project was no exception. HRO has three information panels 

chronicling the background to the roses at the cemetery. 

A particularly pleasant aspect of the afternoon was the 

awarding of the World Federation of Rose Societies medal to Fran. 

Doug Grant, the Australasian representative of the organisation, 

came to Dunedin for the presentation. Here in Dunedin, we are 

aware of how much Fran does for the preservation of roses in New 

Zealand. Congratulations, Fran. 

Above – Doug Grant, presents 

Fran with the World Federation 

of Rose Societies, ‘World Rose 

Award for services to, and 

conservation of, heritage 

roses’. (*L G) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Autumn Hips (*L G) 

 
 
 

Compiled by Beryl Lee 

Photographs by Liz Greenwood (L G), Maureen Viggo (M V) & Beryl Lee (B L) 

‘Single Cherry’ (*L G) 

The James Daly Rose (*L G) 

A rugosa (*L G) 

‘Indica Major’(*L G) 

Sexton’s Cottage Volunteers Needed 

While the rose collection at the 

Northern Cemetery is becoming better 

known as an attraction for both 

Dunedinites and visitors to the city, we 

need to keep the Sexton’s Cottage 

open to allow access to the 

information room.  This means 

creating a roster of people willing to 

commit to a few hours whenever they 

are able, to unlock the door and spend 

an hour or so at the cottage.  If you 

can help, please contact Maureen. 

Any help is much appreciated. 

Sexton’ Cottage Information Room (*L G) 


